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How to Upgrade your Ubuntu ISO Without Re-downloading
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Ubuntu 11.04 is finally here and you can't wait to download it, but as is typical on any Ubuntu release day, the mirrors are
crawling. Luckily if you have an old Ubuntu .iso you can update it easily with zsync.

Zsync is a Linux command that allows you to compare an existing .iso with an up-to-date zsync meta file to download only
the missing or out of date parts. Combine those parts with your existing file and what you are left with is a completely up
to date iso without spending the time to download the entire file.

Just how much bandwidth can this save? In our testing, upgrading an iso from Ubuntu 10.04.2 to 11.04 Beta 2 needed to
download about 89% of the original file and 10.10 to 11.04 Beta 2 needed 84%. Obviously the more current the original file

is, the less you will need to download.

Install zsync

Although zsync is a native Linux command it still works just as well under Windows with the help of Cygwin. If you need

help installing Cygwin in Windows, check out our walk through.

While you are installing Cygwin you will want to make sure you search for zsync on the select packages step.
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B0k zsync: Client-side

Zsync is available in the universe repo all the way back to Karmic Koala. So if you are currently using Ubuntu you can install

zsync with the normal apt-get command.

sudo apt-get install zsync

Update ISO image

To update your old Ubuntu .iso image, open a command prompt and issue the following command with similar options.
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zsync -i /path/to/old/ubuntu.iso http://Path-to-Ubuntu.iso.zsync

This will compare your existing file with the new iso available online, download the missing parts from your current iso,
and give you a fully up-to-date new file. Here is an example that lets us update our Ubuntu 10.04.2 image to the latest
Ubuntu 11.04.

Note: Using the below command will keep your original Ubuntu 10.04.2 .iso in tact and will create a new Ubuntu 11.04 .iso
file.

zsync -i ./ubuntu-210.04. 2-desktop-i386.iso http://rel eases. ubuntu. com
/natty/ubuntu-11. 04- deskt op-i 386. i so. zsync |

tu.consnatty ubuntu-11.84-betal2—desktop

b osen ing from
A H I B —

fown loading

g from htty v nattw ubuntu=11.@1-hetal-deshktop-ilB6.iso:
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As you can see from the screenshot below, the file we updated with zsync (left) is exactly the same as the original file we
downloaded directly (right).

_General | Fie Hashes | Secunty [ Detals | Previous Versions | | [ General | File Hashes | Sarusty | Detads | Previous Versions
Name Hash Value Hame Hash Value
CRC3Z EBDEBBDZ CRC32 EEDEBBEDZ
MD5 TICD43EESCEE6503820020CBIC2E6CAB MDS TACD43EESCEERSDIB20D20CBIC2BECAR
SHA DFES3TDIE42660793FIFT1 783BBE25A011C21203 SHA-1 DFESSTDIE42660TS3FAFT1TR3BBEZ5AR11C21203

Use the links below for the different zsync files available.

Ubuntu live desktop (with installer) x86 and x86_64

http://rel eases. ubuntu. com natty/ubuntu-11. 04- deskt op-i 386. i so. zsync
i http://rel eases. ubuntu. cont natty/ubunt u-11. 04- deskt op- amd64. i so. zsync

http://rel eases. ubuntu. com natty/ ubuntu-11. 04-al t er nat e-
i 386.1s0.zsync

http://rel eases. ubuntu. com natty/ubuntu-11. 04-al ternat e-
- anu64. i so. zsync

http://rel eases. ubuntu. com natty/ubuntu-11. 04-server-i 386.is0.zsync
http://rel eases. ubuntu. com natty/ubuntu-11. 04- server-and64. i so. zsync

You can also use zsync to change between Ubuntu distributions. Use any of these links for the popular downloads of
different Ubuntu flavors.
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From our testing, changing from Ubuntu 10.10 to Xubuntu 10.10 required us to download less than half (42%) of the full
Xubuntu file.

Kubuntu live desktop (with installer) x86

Note: Kubuntu is only available in DVD form so you will be downloading a significant portion of the DVD image.

htt p://cdi mage. ubunt u. com kubunt u/ rel eases/ 11. 04/ r el ease/ kubunt u-
11. 04-dvd-i 386. i so. zsync

htt p:// cdi mage. ubunt u. com xubunt u/ rel eases/ 11. 04/ r el ease/ xubunt u-
11. 04- deskt op-i 386.1 s0. zsync

htt p:// cdi mage. ubunt u. com ubunt ust udi o/ rel eases/ 11. 04/ rel ease
/ ubunt ust udi o- 11. 04- deskt op-i 386. i s0. zsync

JOIN THE DISCUSSION

Justin is a Linux and HTPC enthusiast who loves to try new projects. He isn't ® Published 04/28/11
scared of bricking a cell phone in the name of freedom.
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