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〔~/.bash_profile〕 is loaded when you login. It is read only once.

〔~/.bashrc〕 is loaded everytime you start a shell (➢ for example: starting a terminal), but

is not loaded when you login the first time.

Note: Some terminals (such as gnome-terminal) have option to “run command as login

shell”, meaning, if on, it'll load 〔~/.bash_profile〕 (or 〔~/.profile〕) first, before running

〔~/.bashrc〕.

Note: on Mac OS X, the Terminal app starts as a login shell, so it runs ~/.bash_profile.

Different unixes have different setup.

Here's a excerpt from man bash:

/etc/profile
     The systemwide initialization file, executed for login
     shells
~/.bash_profile
     The  personal initialization file, executed for login
     shells
~/.bashrc
     The individual per-interactive-shell startup file
~/.bash_logout
     The individual login shell cleanup file, executed when
     a login shell exits
~/.inputrc
     Individual readline initialization file

There's also {.login, .profile, …}. These are basically legacy that bash may also read.

The 〔.login〕 is legacy login init file for the original shell, the Bourne shell “sh”. BASH
(Bourne-Again SHell) is a mostly compatible extended version. On many unix systems,
〔/bin/sh〕 is hardlinked to 〔/bin/bash〕. In Ubuntu Linux, 2006, 〔/bin/sh〕 is a sym
link to 〔/bin/dash〕. dash is new. “dash” is smaller and faster than bash, for running
system startup scripts.

The 〔.profile〕 is legacy shell init file for Bourne shell “sh”.

The 〔.csh〕 is init file for “csh” C shell. (basically, shell with C syntax.)

The 〔.tcshrc〕 is init file for “tcsh” tcsh. (basically, improved csh)
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2 Comments 1

• •

Liu Bo •

So, put more stuff in .bash_profile not .bashrc will speedup terminal startup?

• •

Xah Lee •Mod

yes.

∑XAH
© 1995, …, 2016 Xah Lee.

man page tips1. 

Emacs Info Keys ⌨2. 

BASH Shell Misc
Tips

3. 

Log Terminal
Session

4. 

Linux Desktop

How to Switch to
LXDE, Xfce

1. 

Most Useful GUI
Apps

2. 

Sync X11 Primary
Selection and
Clipboard

1. 

Set Default App2. 

Commands for GUI3. 

Move File to Trash
by Command

4. 

Command to
Update Software

5. 

Desktop GUI/Icon
Locations

6. 

Disable Ubuntu
Crash Report

7. 

Disable Ubuntu
New Scrollbar

8. 

Linux: How to
Upgrade Xfce

1. 

How to Stop Xfce
from Loading Last
Session

2. 

Font

Standard Fonts on
Linuxes

1. 

Linux: How to
Install Font

2. 

back to Linux Tutorial

What's the Difference Between .bashrc, .profile, .bash_profile, …? http://xahlee.info/linux/dot_bash_profile_bashrc_etc_difference.html

2 von 2 25.04.2016 20:04


